Application for Admission to the Undergraduate Honor Council
Student Application, 2011-2012 Academic Year

This application must be submitted by Dec. 16, 2011 to the Honor Council office in the Office of Student Conduct and Academic Integrity in the Zerfoss Student Health Center or by email to megan.e.gornet@vanderbilt.edu. Please contact Megan with any questions relating to the application.

Overview of selection procedures:  Potential Council members submit applications to be reviewed by the Executive Board.  Outstanding candidates will be contacted in January for an interview with members of the Executive Board. Finally, qualifying candidates will be placed on a ballot for election by members of their college and year.


Name			__________________________________


VUnet ID		__________________________________


School and Class	__________________________________


Campus Box		__________________________________


Phone Number		__________________________________


Email Address		__________________________________



Have you ever been convicted of an Honor Code violation?  If so, please explain the circumstances in detail on an attached sheet.  (Previous violation of the Honor Code does not necessarily disqualify a person from being eligible to serve on the Honor Council).


Honor Council members may be expected to stay several days after final examinations end, both spring semester of this year, and fall semester of next year.  If chosen as a member, would you be willing to do this?



Cumulative Grade Point Average:  _________________  
If you do not yet have a Vanderbilt GPA, leave the above line blank.  You will be contacted after the end of the semester for grade information.



A.    Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  
· Please note that should you be placed on the ballot for election, your answer to question one will appear on the ballot next to your name.

1. 	Why do you wish to serve as an Honor Council member?  What strengths do you possess that will enable you to be a strong member of the Honor Council?

2. 	In which campus activities and organizations are you currently involved? Please describe the nature of your involvement and the time commitment. 

3. 	What is your general understanding of the Honor Code, and why do you think it is important to Vanderbilt?

4. 	How do you feel the student body view the Honor Council and the Code? What would you do to improve this perception? 

B. 	Please find enclosed a sample investigative report.  After familiarizing yourself with Chapter 2 of the Vanderbilt University Student Handbook (found at www.vanderbilt.edu/student_handbook/) and reading the enclosed investigative report, please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. 	Suppose you are one of six Honor Council members serving on the hearing panel for this case.  The pre-hearing has begun and the enclosed investigative report for the case has just been read.  After familiarizing yourself with the procedures of the Vanderbilt Honor Council, do you feel that the Council should proceed to a hearing?  Briefly explain the reasons for your answer.


2. 	Write three questions that you would like to ask each of the following as they testify during the hearing.

	a.  Accuser
	b.  Material Witness
	c.  Accused Student



















Accused: John Jones
Accuser: Professor Smith
Class: Music 200
Charge: Receiving unauthorized aid on a final exam
Investigators: Lindsey Davis and Richard Barker


First Meeting with Professor Smith
Music Hall 300
Monday, February 2, 5:00 p.m.

	Professor Smith teaches Music 200, a class of approximately seventeen students.  The class meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays in Music Hall from 1:00-2:30 p.m.  John Jones is a junior enrolled in section two of Professor Smith’s class.  John is accused of receiving aid while taking a make-up final exam on January 23.

	The original final exam was scheduled for December 15 at 9:00 a.m.  Professor Smith stated that he had received a call from John’s mother before the final exam.  Professor Smith explained to the investigators that he was told by John’s mother that John was sick and would not be able to take the exam.  Professor Smith said that John had missed the previous week of class and thus had not turned in a review assignment.  Therefore, Professor Smith told John’s mother that in order to receive the grade of M (missed final with opportunity to make it up) instead of a grade of I (incomplete), John could turn in the last review assignment and worry about making up the exam when he was well.  Professor Smith said that John’s mother faxed in the assignment.  Thus, Professor Smith turned in the grade of M along with the rest of the class grades.

	Professor Smith then stated that he spoke with Professor Blackwell, a Dean of the College of Arts and Science, about whether John’s absence had been properly excused.  Professor Smith then stated that John contacted him about rescheduling the final exam suggesting the possible dates of January 19, 20, and 21.  Professor Smith contacted the College’s office for approval to give the make-up final exam.  The College’s office gave the approval but stated that the final was scheduled to be taken on Monday, January 19, at 9:00 a.m.  Professor Smith said that he called John on January 15 and e-mailed him that weekend to inform him of the rescheduled final exam time and date.  Professor Smith stated that he never heard from John, yet on January 19, Professor Smith was set up to administer the final.  John did not show up.

	The next day the A&S office called Professor Smith to see if the exam had been taken.  Professor Smith explained that John had not shown up but that he was not going to give him a zero for the exam because his original agreement with John was to take the exam on January 19, 20, or 21.  Therefore, Professor Smith said that he would wait until January 21 before giving John a zero for the final.

	On January 22, Professor Smith received a voicemail message from John that was presumably left the night before.  Professor Smith stated that the message from John explained that the exam make-up time had been in conflict with another exam.  Professor Smith said that he spoke with John that afternoon and said that John had to take the exam the next day at 3:30 p.m.  Professor Smith stated that John agreed to this time and date.

	Professor Smith said that John called the next morning at approximately 11:00 a.m. to ask if he could take the exam earlier due to a scheduled meeting at the Financial Aid Office.  Professor Smith said he could take it earlier if he could take it at 11:30 a.m. in Music Hall.  Professor Smith then told John that he would not be there during the exam, because he had to teach class at 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.

	Professor Smith said that John showed up around 11:30 a.m. to take the final.  Professor Smith had the CD and the exam set up on a folding table.  When John arrived, Professor Smith introduced him to Sarah Lewis, the music department secretary, so that when he completed the exam he could turn it in to her.  Professor Smith stated that he told John that he had two hours to take the exam and he also told Sarah to stop John after two hours had passed.

	John completed the final and turned it in to Sarah.  Professor Smith received the final when he returned from teaching his 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. classes.  Professor Smith graded the exam, calculated John’s final grade, and prepared all the grades to be turned into the College of Arts and Science on January 26.  The grade on the exam was a 69, which made John’s final grade for the class a B.

	The following Monday morning before Professor Smith had turned in John’s grades, Professor Smith was approached by Brent Davis, an assistant director, who had been informed by Professor Smith the previous Friday that one of his students was taking a make-up exam in the Music Hall.  Mr. Davis asked Professor Smith if the make-up exam he had given had been open note.  Professor Smith said that it was not open note.  Mr. Davis told him that he had walked into the exam room to meet someone.  Mr. Davis said that he had startled the student, who was looking down at a notebook.  Professor Smith said that Mr. Davis also told him that the student continued to lean down and thumb through the notebook.  Professor Smith said that he then called Dr. Blackwell and said that there was a possible problem during the exam and that he was going to contact the Honor Council.

	Professor Smith said that he did not specifically state the Honor Code when John took the make-up final exam but that the Honor Code is clearly applied to “all test, concert reviews and other written work in the course” on the class syllabus.  Professor Smith also said that he verbally expressed the Honor Code before the quizzes and midterm taken in class.


First Meeting with Brent Davis, Material Witness
Music Hall
Wednesday, February 4, 11:10 a.m.

Brent Davis is an assistant director whose office is in Music Hall.  Mr. Davis stated that Professor Smith had informed him that he was going to be giving a make-up exam.  Mr. Davis said that he was not told to proctor the exam, but was asked to keep track of the time.  Mr. Davis was expecting to meet someone so he walked into the room where John was taking the test.  Mr. Davis states that as he entered the room the student “sort of jumped.”  Mr. Davis said that he observed a book-bag to the right of John with a notebook that was folded open on top.  Mr. Davis proceeded to walk across the room to the main entrance and down into the lower level.  After two or three minutes, Mr. Davis quietly walked back into the room behind where John was taking the test.  Mr. Davis noticed John “bending over and thumbing through his notes.”  Mr. Davis said that he watched John for a few minutes and saw him “flip three or four times.”  Mr. Davis then walked back to the stairs and made noise when coming back up into the room.  Mr. Davis said that John was “taking the test normally” but that some of the pages were flipped in the notebook.  Mr. Davis then walked across the room and exited.  Mr. Davis asked the secretary, Sarah Lewis, if the exam was open book.  Mr. Davis said that Ms. Lewis did not believe that the exam was open note, so they decided to ask Professor Smith.  According to Mr. Davis, John turned in the exam to Ms. Lewis.  The next day Mr. Davis asked Professor Smith if the exam was open note and then told Professor Smith what he saw.  At this point Professor Smith contacted the Honor Council.


First Meeting with John Jones
Towers West 204
Wednesday, February 18, 5:45 p.m.

	John is a Mathematics major in the college of Arts and Science.  He stated that his grades in the Music class were in the range of a B+ to an A-.  John said that he did not feel any pressure while taking the exam because Professor Smith had told him that he would still pass the class with a zero on the exam.  John felt that the exam “wasn’t too bad,” but he did not feel that he had “aced it.”  John said that Professor Smith never mentioned the Honor Code before tests or exams but that it was probably on the syllabus.  He further said that Professor Smith did not verbally mention the Honor Code before he took the make-up exam.

	John said that he knew he was going to miss his exam, because he was very sick with bad sinuses.  John said that he had studied as much as possible, illness allowing, for these last two exams.  He stayed at Vanderbilt through his finals but was unable to take his last two exams.  Before going home, John obtained forms that would give him a grade of M for the two classes in which he missed the final exam. 

	John returned to school and had two days to reschedule his missed exams.  He stated that he contacted Professor Smith on January 13.  They spoke about three dates that would be good for both of them to re-take the exam.  John said that the one day that they had scheduled for the exam conflicted with his other make-up exam in history so he had to reschedule.  John said that he took the exam on the rescheduled date.  

	After reading the report of Professor Smith and Brent Davis, John further commented on the accusations.  He said that he was only allowed to listen to the listening section of the exam twice.  While playing it the first time, he was repeatedly interrupted by at least three people at the outside door.  Due to the disruption, John decided to get his earphones and his portable CD player out of his Music notebook.  John said that the CD player and headphones were in his backpack, because he had used them to study for the exam.  He said that he had to get up out of his seat to get the items from his backpack.  He stated that the CD player and headphones were all he took back to his seat, but he left his notebook sitting on top of his backpack.  John said that he understood that this may have “looked like [he] was going through his notes.”  He said that he used the headphones for the remainder of the first listening, finished the written part of the exam, and then used the headphones again for all of the second listening.


To:		Vanderbilt University Honor Council
From:		John Jones
Subject:	Music 200 Investigation – Explanation of Final Exam

	The final exam was a two-hour timed test, and a major portion of the exam required concentrated listening to very short excerpts from music – only thirty seconds each in length – on a CD Professor Smith had provided.  I was only allowed to listen to the track twice.

	While I was trying to concentrate and listen to the CD and answer extremely detailed exam questions about the music, I kept getting interrupted by people banging on the doors to come in, others coming in through different doors, talking to me and asking me questions about people they were looking for.

	A pizza delivery man came in asking about the address.  A student and his girlfriend came in, I told them I was trying to take a test, they wandered around the room for a while, talking, and apparently later left through the doors behind me at the far end of the room.  Two males came in asking for some person in the department, I told them I didn’t know the person, that I was taking a test and directed them to the secretary’s office.  A man, who I have now found out is Brent Davis, came into the room through the doors from the secretary’s office area, walked over, stood next to me, and sort of described and asked me if I’d seen someone he was looking for. 

	The interruptions and noise made it impossible for me to hear the CD and concentrate on my final exam.  I got up and went over to my backpack to get my headphones so I could hear the CD and concentrate on my test.  My headphones were in my Music notebook which was lying on top of my backpack. 

	Later the same man, Brent Davis, came into the room again and told me that I had a few more minutes left of the two-hour exam time.  I finished the exam, walked out and gave it to Ms. Lewis as Professor Smith had told me to do.

	I did not know anything more about the test until the investigators contacted me and told me I had been accused of an Honor Code violation.  I was totally shocked and also angry – because I knew that I did not in any way cheat on that exam.  
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