Vanderbilt University Society of Physics Students (SPS) Constitution

Membership:

Anyone exhibiting interest in Physics and/or Astronomy may become an active member. In order to become an active member, a five dollar ($5.00) annual fee must be paid for the purpose of dues. 

Eligibility for Office:

· Must be a Vanderbilt student with good academic/behavioral standing (GPA of at least 2.0).

· Must find Maxwell’s Equations innately attractive and interesting.

· Must have attended at least three previous SPS meetings (not including elections) in the current academic year.

· Must make minimum commitment of attending ¾ of all SPS meetings.  This includes members who are not currently officers but aspire to run in the upcoming elections.

Description of Offices:

President:

Requires two semesters involvement with SPS to obtain eligibility for office. Schedules and presides over meetings. All duties not performed by other officers become the responsibility of the President. As such, the President is the Disciplinarian. May choose to delegate tasks/duties to Vice President. Along with Vice President, must approve all formal actions taken by SPS organization. President also determines whether officer absences are excused. 

Vice President:

Requires one semester involvement with SPS to obtain eligibility for office. Assists president in administrative role. Serves as main communications liaison for all other SPS officers. Reports all pertinent information from Treasurer/Secretary/members to President for review. Serves as council for President in all decision-making processes, but President reserves the right to make the final decision and consequently has primary responsibility. May delegate tasks/duties to other SPS officers (i.e. Treasurer and Secretary).

Treasurer:

Requires one semester involvement with SPS to obtain eligibility for office. Responsible for attending all meetings regarding potential sources of funding for SPS. Required to process and submit all necessary paperwork associated with the funding of SPS. Must submit a proposed budget to President and Advisor every semester. Performs all bookkeeping associated with current financial status of SPS; if money is spent, it must be recorded. At the end of each semester a record of spending through said semester should be submitted for review and record-keeping. Finally, the Treasurer is responsible for all liaison with the Financial Advisor of the Physics Department regarding financial matters.

Secretary:

Requires one semester involvement with SPS to obtain eligibility for office. Responsible for recording minutes and taking attendance at all SPS meetings with the exception of elections. Primary duties also include public relations including but not limited to advertising events and recruitment.

Webmaster:
Requires no previous involvement with SPS to obtain eligibility for office. Responsible for adding and maintaining content to the SPS website as well as the SPS Facebook Group. For information regarding how to maintain the SPS website, please consult the following web address:

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/deanofstudents/webmasters/ 

Election Procedure:

A pre-election meeting should be held in which all tickets are nominated and determined. After this meeting, the President/Vice President should send out an email documenting all of the proposed tickets and date of the election.

President/Vice President candidates run together on a ticket. Candidates may produce their own tickets. Also, member-suggested tickets may enter the pool upon approval by both candidates on the member-suggested ticket. President/Vice President tickets are then voted upon by the whole. To win the election, a ticket must receive a simple majority of the votes. If initially there is no ticket receiving the majority of votes, tickets receiving less than 20% of the vote will be pared out. If no ticket receives majority support in a secondary vote, the ticket holding the least support will be eliminated. In the case of a tie, the presiding Faculty Advisor will cast the determining vote.

All other elections (i.e. Treasurer and Secretary) proceed in like manner with individual tickets with the exception of Webmaster, who the newly elected President will appoint as his/her first presidential duty.

A quorum must be called in order for voting to commence. This requires that ½ of all active members place a vote.

Absentee ballots may be cast via email before the elections meeting begins. These votes will count towards declaring a quorum.

Amendment Procedure

This constitution may be modified and/or amended with a 2/3 majority vote by a quorum of active members.

